2 WASHING wr WASHING Ng 
. 4 ~ ci" 


¢ > aie x , 
® 52) i had ‘ 
BS Fw 4 
} i has f 
4 


& 
=< 
Sl 
n 
f—) 
fo) 
> 
a 
Zz 


yr 


FREEDOM DRIVERS 

716 Main Street 

Evanston, [Ilinois 

(AC 312) 475-4655 
Gene Nelson 

c/o UFWOC—AFL-C IO 


Box 54 
Rio Grande 


78582 


City, Texas 


716 MAIN er Kp 
8 November, 1966 EVANSTON, 1 HY 
Ac 312 Y75 YCbS 


Dear Gene, 


It was good to hear from you again. We were beginning to wonder if the 
Fascists or the Dignitaries-Who-Get-Introduced-At-Every-Rally's got you. 
We are glad to hear that things are picking up out thee. 


While waiting to hear from you in Chicago, we spent a good deal of our 
time working at the SDS National Office. While there, we happened to hear 
& passing mention of the Freedom Drivers, Enclosed is some propaganda ex- 
plaining just who the Freedom Drivers are and what they do. Having been 
hung up for a couple of years on the idea of "running the blockade", we 
proceeded to check out the groap. It turned out that they have been in a dormant 
state for several months due to bombed rolling stock, lack of funds, and 
no full-time staff (except for Barbara Mitchell, described in the leaflet). 
Swisd+é/kdy We have now taken over the letter function, in addition to ser- 
ving as drivers, mechanics, etc. Because this is full-time work, we recieve 
@ room and our meals (we live with Barb). We are now just getting off the 
ground with a concentrated fund-raising and publicity pfhd campaign, We've 
been soliciting contributions just about everywhere(including the Chicago 
"Bl's" ), holding a raffle, doing local spesking engagements, and I have an 
article about us coming out in New Left Notes shortly. We hope to be on the 
road again within a few weeks, depending on how soon our volunteer crew and 
I can make one serviceable truck out of the three we've been donated, 


We were torn for a while between your attractive offer and this FD gig, 
but we've decided upon this one, at least for a half year or so, There's all 
kinds of work to be done, plenty of excitement, and all the working-out our 
egos need or want, 

Something just occurred to me as I was typing the first part of this 
let i you all use our s ices? We run primarily to the Deep South, 
and we know you have some powerful supply connections (like Archbishop Lucey) 
but I thought we'd ask, partly because that's what we do, and partly because 
we'd like an opportunity to visit our friends of the March and participate a 
little further in the Huelgea. If you're interested, keep in touch, And if 
you're not interested, keep in touch anyway. 


Vive la Huelga, etc. 


Y ff 
rl * Macy 


Jerry and Mary Madison 
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By Earl Moses 


It’s kind of like rum-running. 

Only the cargo isn't rum. It’s food, Bibles amd school 
books. 

And the hostile cars that try to run you off the road, 
and the men who take potshots at you in the cab of 
your truck, are not revenue agents. They’re members of 
the Ku Klux Klan or white citizens’ councils. 

The drivers aren’t hoods out to make a fast buck. They’re 
college kids . . . or a mother of two children . . . or an 
ex-marine. 

Other than that, it’s kind of like rum-running. 

These are the freedom drivers, who every fortnight or 


so load their trucks with donated food. ; urni-_ 
ture_and office supplies; a nonstop dash from 


Evanston to the Deep South, and back again. They deliver 
their supplies to the needy and civil rights workers and 
the projects in seven states—principally Mississippi, Georgia 
and Alabama. 

There are chases down lonely, back-country dirt roads 
in the dark of night, fusillades from ambush, dynamiting, 
burned trucks, sabotage and savage beatings. 

A Beating Is Bearable 

“Actually, we feel relieved when they start beating on us, 
because we know then that this will be the worst we can 
expect,” said 24-year-old Barbara Mitchell, matter of factly. 
“But if they start treating you nice. ,..” 

Barbara and three other students who belonged to the 
Northwestern Students-for Civil Rights started the freedom 
drivers rolling two years ago, when they were students 
at Northwestern University. 

She, her_husband Ed, 29, and their two children, Kalon, 
6, and , 4 live in a walkup apartment in Evanston. 
The freedom drivers “office” is in a pantry off their kitchen. 

A native of Ittabena, Miss., Barbara Mitchell is a graduate 
of Northwestern University, with a master’s degree in Ger- 
man, 

Ed Mitchell, who also drives trucks for the group is 
working on a bachelor’s degree in architecture at the Uni- 
versity of illinois. Serious and quiet-spoken, he lets his wife 
do most of the talking. 

Exactly what kind of an organization is Freedom Drivers, 
we asked. 

Sipping beer out of a mug in her apartment, Barbara 
explained, “Freedom Drivers isn’t an orangization, It’s a 
service. 

“We've got about 20 kids who, if they aren’t hung up on 
working, school or what not, we could call on to drive 
for us.” 

Barbara, the guiding spirit of the group, digs into her own 
pockets to buy their used trucks, spare parts and gasoline, 
or stages one of her frequent, impromptu fund-raising cam- 
paigns when an emergency develops. 

11 Vehicles Lost In Action 

During their 20 “runs” into the Southland, they have lost 
11 vehicles through mechanical failures, hostile actions or a 
combination. “I have a 1955 Ford sitting down in Grenada, 
Miss., now,” Barbara related. “It broke down, but we can't 
retrieve it because the crackers are watching it and know 
who we are. I ordered the car destroyed. Anybody who 
drove it now would be a marked man. I could never go 
back for it.” 

She spoke unemotionally. 

Their supplies are donated. “We have a file of 400 
people and groups who give us stuff or money,” the slightly 
built brunet told us. “We get a lot of help from different 
places. 

“A publishing firm gives us Bibles, atlases, dictionaries 
and school books. A suburban school district gives us obsolete 
texts that they used to burn and a Chicago furniture com- 
pany is a good source for ‘bust-up’ furniture, which is out 
of date but still useful.” 

Other individuals donate clothing and nonperishable food- 
stuffs—powdered milk, canned goods, flour, sugar, rice and 
baby food. 

Foodstuffs for Negroes in tent cities make up about one- 
half of their deliveries. 

The trips usually’ take three to four days. 

Two Lookouts In The Back 

“We like to take a team of five,” Barbara said. “Two 
sit up in the cab, one sleeps in the van and the other 
two sit in the back of the van as lookouts.” 

The lookouts are equipped with walkie-talkies or an inter- 
com to the cab. In the cab, there is a radio transmitter and 
receiver. 


“as She’s Running The Klan’s Gantlet 


Barbara Mitchell, the girl behind the wheel of the Freedom Drivers. (Sun-Times Photo by Pete Peters) 


“When civil rights workers travel in the South, constant 
radio contact is essential,” Barbara told us. If trouble 
threatens, the radio may be the only means of getting your 
message to friendly ears. 

Shrewd use of the radio may even fend off attacks. 

“Oftentimes, we broadcast with the intention of being 
intercepted by the Klan,” confided Barbara, “We'll say 
things like, ‘Thank you, base, for the new 16-gauge shotgun. 
It looks real good.’” 

Barbara, whose slightness belies her quiet determination, 
is a veteran of 12 sallies into the South. 

Confrontation On First Trip 


“We try to get in and out as quickly as possible,” she 
said. “If we can get in and out without being spotted — 
fine, no trouble. But we have these lousy trucks, and they're 
always breaking down.” 

On her first trip south, Barbara recalled, she was driving 
down a rutted, country road. “I could see this old car 
barreling down the road toward me in the same ruts. They 
generally pick an old car with a lot of guts in it that they 
don’t care about. 

“They drove it straight at me, and ran me off the road. 
Sometimes they jump out first and let the car hit you head 
on. When I ran off the road, some of this creosote I was 
carrying broke open and got in my eyes. 

“I couldn’t see. These two kids who were in the car got 
to me before I could get away. I can remember them cursing 
me and then throwing me up against the truck and beating 
me. I don't remember much after that.” 

She says that, thanks to her radio, “our people got there 
pretty fast.” But even now, she has recurring headaches and 
blackouts as a result of the beating. 

She hhas become exceedingly road-wise, of necessity, over 
the past two years: “When ever you see a red or white pick- 
up truck, watch out. 

No Privacy On Airwaves 

“The Klan buys these trucks in wholesale lots, then 
sells them to members at cost.” Some are fitted with gun 
racks and radios, she said. 

Weil-traveled roads and daylight hours are safest, she finds. 

In some areas, lawmen-and the Klan broadcast over the 
same radio frequencies, she said. Everybody monitors the 
other side. 

Civil rights workers, accustomed to being followed in parts 
of the South, keep meticulous records of those who follow 
them, she said. It’s all in the interest of self-preservation. 


On their last venture south, misfortune struck the freedom 
drivers, In Fulton, Ky., the motor of their truck was ap- 
parently wired with dynamite at a truck stop, and blew up 
a few miles out of town, Barbara related. Flames shot into 
the cab, scorching the driver and badly burning the truck. 

One of our drivers, Mark Forester, was beaten and we had 
to leave the truck there and rent a car to get Mark back here. 
We couldn’t leave him down there. He was unconscious most 
of the way back. 

“That was last May 23d. We've been out of business since 
then. We took one motor down there for the truck but had 
a time finding someone who would put it in for us, 

FBI Escort Out Of Kentucky 

The white mechanic who was to install the first motor 
sold it behind their backs, she said. A second motor was 
trucked down from Chicago. 

The motor was installed and the truck escorted out of 
Kentucky by a Federal Bureau of Investigation car, Barbara 
related. But they only made it to Crossville, Ill., where the 
truck was halted by a faulty piston. It’s still there. 

“At this point, I’m a little put down,” admitted Barbara. 
“We've got two truck loads ready to go south, but no truck, 
no money and no angels to give us the money.” 

But she hasn’t forgotten how to laugh. “There’s this one 
sheriff in one Mississippi county,” she recalled, her tired 
eyes brightening momentarily. 

“He’s got this squad car loaded with sirens, revolving 
lights—everything. He stopped us once, harangued us, then 
told us to drive on, When we reported this by radio, the 
local kids laughed and said not to worry—that we wouldn't 
get a ticket because he didn’t have his deputy with him to 
write it.” 

She continued, “The old sheriff periodically visits the free- 
dom projects down there, checking on the workers. He roars 
up with his siren wailing, and the twirlagig on top the car 
going round. This in the middle of the country.” 

Was she afraid, then, to travel in the South? 

Her answer was terse: “Anybody with any common sense 
would be afraid.” But she added, “We're not just carrying 
food to starving people down there. There are starving people 
all over the world, and almost as many social agencies to 
take care of them. 

“But these people are starving for a set of ideals — be- 
cause they registered to vote, for example, and were fired 
from their jobs for doing so. 

“These kind of people we have to help keep alive.” 
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DRIVERS: 


NORTH-SOUTH SUPPLY. LINE To 
The 
SOUTHERN Civik RIGHTS MOVEMENT. 


FOR, Two YEARS ABOUT 20 YOUNG 

WE PEOPLE AND AN OLD 28 INTERNATIONAL 
mm HARVESTER VAN, KNowA To MANY 
 couTHERN NEGROES AND cClvih RIGHTS 
" aworkers AS THE FREEDOM DRIVERS AND 

_ THE FREEDOM TRUCK, HAVE DELIVERED 

> SUPPLIES EXPRESS FROM THE CHICAGO 

@ AREA To PROJECTS IN 7 SOUTHERA 
STATES, THEY HAVE NOT BEEN STOPPED 

BY GUNFIRE, SABOTAGE, BEATINGS, OR FIRE. 
THEY CAN BE DEPENDED VPON TO GET 

Hm THROUGH WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED, 


KENTUCKY: ON THE ROAD 


INDIANOLA: VOTERS MEETING 
DELIVERY IW RULEVILLE, Miss. 


IT STARTED IN 


When Chicago Area civil rights workers came back North after the 
summer of 1964, 1 of the Negroes who had registered to vote, 
and then were fi knew the isolated and embattled projects 
that would wither wit girde sui machines, citizens band radios, 
typewriters; and ae one chicken had to be cut into 25 portions. 


When they went back ) hool or work in the North, they didn't 
forget. They paid for Seite and used their own cars an weekends to 
run supplies down to ao projects they knew so well and to the people 
with whom they had 


During a chase by the Klan, they had to jettison a trailer. While 
paying for it, they decided the operation had to be more economical, 
better organized and financec arge load waited for money and a 
vehicle. 

The North Suburban Coordinating Council agreed to pay for a 28- 
foot rental van, which delivered 5% tons of food to Arkansas, Alabama, 
Georgia, and Hississippi. But it cost $474.00 - still too expensive. 


they used the Dodge A-100 panel 
! % ton and cost $60.00 per- trip. 
At pinigbita; 21 whee! reened off an Illinois highway, 


rolled over three times, r as lly wrecked. The Five drivers, 


escaping with minor injuries, i the load from -the highway, 
rented a car and trailer, and we on the road again in five hours, 
taking powdered milk, vegetables, and canned meat to the strikers and 
their families in Tent City, who had lived on coffee and beans for 
weeks, and whose children had not expected to have toys for Christmas. 


The Evanston Regular Democrats raised $800.00 at a film benefit- 
enough to buy a 26-foot International Harvester van, a real solution 
to their problem. Each round trio with a 5% ton load cost $120.00, a 
commercial shipper would charge. about $600.00. Repairs were cheap now 
with the facilities of Robinsor:'s Mobil garage on Emerson St. in Evan- 
ston. A $50.00 throw-bearing job could be done by the drivers for the 
cost of the $5.00 bearing. The first thing they did was rebuild the 
engine for a cost of less than $50.00. 


» Golden Crown Citrus Corp. 

is a bank account opened, 

s well as regular files. 
Inspired | to Chicago and joined Freedom 
Drivers, students a ittle Rock 1 j ty started-collecting sup- 
plies, driving, and iding a iicable’ rest havrn in the deep South. 


Although their truck has been nb< and chased, the 
Freedom Drivers are not stopping vi ered engine is at this 
moment being replaced, and they. may expand ‘leet to two or three 
trucks...if you help. 


THE DODGE A-100 
AT TENT CITY 


ee ee ee 


THE § END oF THE DODGE: CHRISTMAS, 1965 
_ THIS WHEEL ae tire 


ck CAME OFF 
& ano CAUSED 


ae a THE WRECK. 


AUGUST, 1965: RENTAL TRUCK 
COST OF 4-DAY TRIP:$H74* 


TAKING on 


OUR OWN TRUCK IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA, A LORD AN : 
Fee. 1966. JUST AS. BIG AS THE LITTLE ROCK, ARK., ii: 
RENTAL TRUCK. PURCHASE PRICE: $600.2 OUTSIDE STUDENT "umony, t.kv, 


THESE ARE THE PECPLE IN THE SOUTH WHO GiT THE SUPPLIES... 


STRIKE CITY...-eight tents of striking Negroes demand-- 
ing a raise from 30¢ to $1.25 an hour from the A.L. Andrews plantation 
form local #4 of the Mississippi freedom Labor Union. Poverty and fear 
of white guns restrict them to the tents. 


ELMA FREE LIBRARY....-planned and built by Negro 
high school studei who wanted to read unbiased books on world affairs, 
U.S. History, A and Wegro History. Greedom Drivers brought 
books, file cabinet and cards, typewriters, and fluorescent lights. 


GREENVILLE, MISS., HEADSTART PROGRAM....was kept alive 
for six months until the government came through with an $800,006.00 
grant, with deliveries of food, shoes, games, school books, art sup- 
plies. Lee Bant:head, local mother of four, a SNCC field secretary, and 
sparkplug of the project wrote: 

'The big bynny rabbit has been named "iir. Freedom Dri- 
ver by the Lee St. tids. He says 'Hello' from Chicago, and I smile, I 
wish we had a camera to catch the happy expresSions....of old women who 
have been eating corn meal mush for months. People have changed from 
saying 'God drops things down the chimney’ to 'He sends good things by 
good people in trucks.' A new God of Love is being born. 


BENTON COUNTY QUILTING CO_OP....set up by women who 
wouldn't continue as domestic servants (slaves), makes $25.00 patch- 
work quilts. Treedom Drivers took them 500 pounds of drapery remnants 
donated by Mr. Hirst of E. Gordon Draperies, a Chicago Firm. 


BIRMINGHAM SCLC VOTER REGISTRATION PROJECT...registered 


30,000 Negroes in 3 months, resulting in the election of two council- 
men. Freedom Drivers brought them office furniture and equioment. 


INDIANOLA (2/I1SS.) COMMUNITY CENTER....was bombed four 
times, and built five times. Freedom Drivers brought shingles, bolts, 
food, books, school supplies, chairs, and filing caninets. 


MEDICAL COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS...#reedom Dri- 
vers have brought des! filinf  prines office equipment, and paper. 


VOTER REGISTRATION PROJECTS....Deliveries to SNCC and 
SCLC in Selma, Demopolis, Greensboro, and Hayneville, Ala.; all the of- 
fice furniture for Americua, Georgia; to Mississippi freedom Democratic 
Party projects in Ruleville, Cleveland, Hattiesburg, and Holly Springs. 


THESE P E IN THE NORTH DONATED THE SUPPLIES.... 


D&L Office Furniture, Frankel Heat Packing Co., UAW-new #irestone 
tires for the truck; Packinghouse Workers paid for a rented car after 
a breakdown, Mrs. McClinton in Chicago invites friends over to sew 
clothes, irs. Betty Korshak arranged for pickup of obsolete textbooks, 
previously burned, from Dist. 65 in Evanston. North Shore Center for 
Jewish Studies, Unitarian Church of Evanston, Gran AME Church in Chi- 
cago, and ilational Council of Jewish Women have all collected food. But 
a lot still comes from individuals. 


Most groups and people who gave money wish to remain anonymous, 
from the student who sold his old car and gave us the money, to the 
North Shore housewife who paid for a new engine. 


DEBORAH ANN 
MARTIN, AGE 2: 
A STRIKER'S CHILD 


THE SNCC OFFICE: 


DENN\S COLEMAN 
RAND YOUNG FRIEND. 


wile 


AND THESE ARE THE DRIVERS WHO DRIVE THE TRUCKS.... 


None of the approximately 20 freedom Drivers are paid; more often 
they must dig sudden expenses from their own pockets. Sometimes they 
are repaid. 

Not all are Northern Libera Nor all Southern whites. There is 
no "typical" freedom Driver....one of the smaller miracles is the har- 
mony between the diverse types on the 2000-mile 3-day trips. 

What they don't know about truck repairs, loading, and driving, 
they quickly learn from necessity. 

They drive straight through from Chicago to the deep South and 


back, through the night, the rain, and the disasters. Meet them: 


is a likeable, politically active 


1 


whose dry sense of humor leavens even the 
interested in Spanish languaye and music. 


MARK KLEIMAN, 16, >» witl ) has twice been expelled from 
high school for peace and civil right involvements. Though freedom 
Drivers was initially hesitant t uke him on, Mark's maturity, honesty, 
and courage outweighed his youth. He became one of the most reliable, 
enthusiastic, and sensible drivers. 


BARBARA MITCHELL, 24, has been the mainspring of Freedom Drivers. 
A schoolteacher and mother of two small children, she has organized, 
raised funds, and driven many times to the South. She is no stranger 
to sleepless nights on the road, grasse-black hands, and gutted ve- 
higles which are part of the operation. 


ED MITCHELL, 29, her husbar i commercial trucks in Chicago 
while working tovard a B.S. i i i at the U. of Illinois. 
o 


STEVE WINKLER 22, itt k sociology studant made four 
> ce > 
trips before joining the Peace Cor He organized the Little Rock 
Freedom Drivers support group. Sfter earning his wa through school 
it © i oS S 9 
he will be a youth social work 


MIKE SLOSSON, 2 a political science student at Roosevelt U. is 
also a country-weste singer in the Old Town section of Chicago, where 
he grew up. 


MIKE STONE, 32, mn excellent professional photographer, and more 
important, mechanic, did most of the work on the engine in the 28! van. 


SALLY STONE, 19, is no relation to Mike. A student at Northwes- 
tern, she has twiwe painted the truck. 


MARK FORESTER, 21, a Northwestern art major, is an energetic jack- 
of-all-trades. An ex=Marine, he has driven South, re-worked engines, 
installed a citizens band radic and intercom, devised bulletproofing, 
and set up the account books. He took and printed many of these photos. 


BILL RAU, 23, a Cook County caseworker, was raised in Evanston and 
graduated from Northwestern. He was in the '65 Selma march and worked 
for a year for SCLC in Georgia and Alabama. 
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